Fax sent by : 3127048B23 



TREXLEFt j ETAL. 



85-23-06 14:25 



Pg: 5/31 



INTHECL. 



1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) An arbor assembly as defined in claim 1, claim 2h wherein said 
shank includes a shank passageway and a portion of said adaptor is mounted within said shank 
passageway. 

3- (Original) An arbor assembly as defined in claim 2, wherein a portion of said shank 
passageway includes flats and said adaptor includes flats on an exterior surface, wherein said 
flats on said portion of said shank passageway mate with said flats on said exterior surface of 
said adaptor. 

4. (Original) An arbor assembly as defined in claim 2, wherein said means for locking 
includes at least one ball passageway in said shank and a ball groove in said adaptor, and wherein 
when said adaptor is positioned within said shank passageway, said at least one ball passageway 
is aligned with said ball groove. 

5. (Original) An arbor assembly as defined in claim 4, wherein said means for locking 
further includes at least one locking ball positioned within said at least one ball passageway. 
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6. (Original) An arbor assembly as defined in claim 5, wherein said means for locking 
further includes a sleeve, a ball protrusion extending from an inner surface of said sleeve for 
moving said locking ball into engagement with said ball groove of said adaptor. 

7. (Currently Amended) An adaptor assembly as defined in claim 1 , claim 21. further 
including a C-ring recess on an outer surface of said shank; a C-ring positioned therein; and said 
means for locking includes a sleeve, a locking protrusion extending from an inner surface of said 
sleeve, and wherein when said locking protrusion is positioned distally of said C-ring to lock said 
assembly and said locking protrusion is positioned proximally of said C-ring to unlock said 
assembly. 

8. (Currently Amended) An arbor assembly as defined in claim 1, claim 21 » wherein said 
shank includes a set screw passageway and a set screw positioned within said set screw 
passageway. 

9. (Previously Presented) An arbor assembly for mounting a hole saw to a drill, the arbor 
assembly comprising: 

a shank for engagement with the drill, said shank including a set screw passageway; 
a set screw positioned within said set screw passageway; 

an adapter for supporting the hole saw, said adapter being mounted to said shank; and 
means for locking said adapter in engagement with said shank and for unlocking said 
adapter from engagement with said shank, said means for locking including a sleeve, a set screw 
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recess in said sleeve, said sleeve being maintained on said shank due to the engagement between 
said set screw and said set screw recess. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) An arbor assembly for mounting a hole saw to a drill, the arbor 
assembly comprising: 

a shank for engagement with the drill, said shank including a set screw passageway; 
a set screw positioned within said set screw passageway; 

an adapter for supporting the hole saw, said adapter being mounted to said shank; and 
means for locking said adapter in engagement with said shank and for unlocking said 
adapter from engagement with said shank, wherein said means for locking includes a sleeve 
having a set screw access passageway for providing access to said set screw. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An arbor assembly as defined in claim 1, claim 21. wherein said 
adaptor includes a threaded nose for positioning within an aperture through a backplate of a hole 
saw. 

12. (Canceled) 

1 3. (Previously Presented) An arbor assembly as defined in claim 1 1 , further including a 
bushing mounted to said nose of said adaptor. 

Claims 14-18, (Canceled) 



PAGE 7/31 • RCVD AT 5/23/2006 3:23:01 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] *SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/16* DNIS:2738300* CSID:3127048023 * DURATION (mm-ss):10-14 



Fax sent by : 3127048023 



TREXLER , ETAL. 



05-23-06 14:25 Pg: 8/31 



19. (Previously Presented) An arbor assembly for mounting a hole saw to a drill, the arbor 
assembly comprising: 

a shank for engagement with the drill; 
a set screw mounted to said shank; 

an adapter for supporting the hole saw, said adaptor slidably engaged with said shank; 
a sleeve slidably engaged with said shank; 
said set screw engaging said sleeve; and 

means associated with said sleeve for locking said adapter in engagement with said shank 
and for unlocking said adapter from engagement with said shank. 

20. (Canceled) 

> 

21 . (Currently Amended) An arbor assembly as defined in claim 1, wherein feifflgunigagJ |n 
hole saw to a drill, the arbor assembly comprising: S 

m 

a shank for engagement with the drill said shank in cluding an O-ring recess: q 

o 

an adaptor for supporting the hole saw, said adaptor being mounted to said shank: "Q 



an O-ring positioned within said O-rinp recess, said O-ring reducing vibrations when the 
hole saw is rotated by the arbor assembly: 

means for locking said adaptor in engagement with said shank and for unlocking said 
adaptor from engag ement with said shank: and 

said adaptor further includes a shoulder for engaging said O-ring. 



CD 

m 
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22. (Previously Presented) An arbor assembly as defined in claim 21 , wherein said 0- 
ring is compressed between said shoulder of said adaptor and said shank. 

23. (Currently Amended) An arbor assembly as defined in claim 1, claim 2T, wherein said 
adaptor includes a shaft having a proximal end and a distal end, a flange extending outwardly 
from said shaft adjacent said distal end; and at least two apertures through said flange capable of 
receiving hole saw mounting screws. 

24. (Currently Amended) An arbor assembly as defined in claim 23. wlnrcin for mounting a 
hole saw to a drill, the arbor assembly comprising: 

a shank for engagement with the drilL said shank including an O-ring recess: 

an adaptor for supporting the hole saw, said adaptor being mounted to said shank, said 
adaptor includes a shaft having a proximal end and a distal end, a flange extending outwardly 
from said shaft adjacent said distal end, and at least two apertures through said flange capable of 
receiving hole saw mounting screws; 

an O-ring positi ng within said O-ring recess, said O-ring reducing vibrations when the 
hole saw is rotated bv the a rbor assembly: 

means for locking said adaptor in engagement with said shank and for unlocking said 
adaptor from engagement with said shank: and 

said adaptor further includes a nose extending from said distal end of said shaft wherein 
the diameter of said nose is sized to extend through an aperture through the backplate of the hole 
saw. 
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25, (Canceled) 

26, (Currently Amended) An ada ptor a s defined in claim 25, fur t her comprising arbor 
assembly for mounting a hole saw to a drilL the arbor assembly comprising: 

a shank for engagement with the drill; 

an adaptor for supporting the hole saw, said adaptor slidably engaged with s aid shank. 
said adaptor further including a shaft having a proximal end and a distal end and a flange 
extending outwardly ft ^m gaiH shaft ad jacent said distal end, and at least two apertures provided 
through said flange for accepting fasteners extending through a backplate of the hole saw; 

means for lo cking said adaptor in engagement with said shank and for unlock ing said 
adapter frpm engagement with f air} s\fW^ an ^ 

a nose extending from said distal end of said shaft wherein the diameter of said nose is 
sized to extend through an aperture through the backplate of the hole saw. 

27, (Canceled) 

28, (Currently Amended) An adaptor as d e fin e d m claim 27, fmdicr comprising : for use in 
connection with a quick change assembly for mounting a hole saw to a drill. ^ d adaptor 
uprising: 

a shaft havin g a proximal end and a distal end. 
a pilot drill bit passagew ay through said shaft: 

a flang e extending outwardly from said shaft adjace nt said distal end: 
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at least two apertures extending through said flange capable of receiving hole saw 
mounting screws: and 

a nose extending from said distal end of said shaft wherein the diameter of said nose is 
sized to extend through an aperture through the backplate of the hole saw. 

29. (Currently Amended) An adaptor as defined in claim 27, claim 30, wherein at least a 
portion of the outer surface of said shaft is hexagonally-shaped. 

30. (Currently Amended) An adaptor as defined in claim 27. farther including for use in 
connection with a quick change assembly for mounting a hole saw to a drill- said adaptor 

a shaft having a proximal end and a distal end, 
a pilot drill bit passageway through said shaft; 

a flange extending outwardly from said shaft adjace nt said distal end: and 
at least two apertures extending through said flange capable of receiving hole saw 
mounting screws: and 

a shoulder extending around a circumference of said shaft. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) An adaptor as defined in claim 27, claim 30, further including a 
ball groove extending around a circumference of said shaft. 

32. (Previously Presented) An assembly as defined in claim 9, wherein said assembly 
further includes a pilot drill bit maintained within said shank by said set screw. 
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33. (Previously Presented) An assembly as defined in claim 9, said means for locking 
further including at least one locking ball passageway through said shank and a locking ball, and 
wherein movement of said sleeve is limited by said set screw to maintain said locking ball at 
least partially within said locking ball passageway. 
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